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14th Annual Ohio 
Youth Leadership Forum (YLF)

The 14th Annual Ohio Youth Leadership Forum 
(YLF) for high school juniors and seniors with 
disabilities was held July 16 – 19 at the Embassy 
Suites in Columbus, Ohio.  Thirty-six delegates 
and eight second year delegates, who returned 
as junior staff, attended the four day event.

Delegates arrived on Monday afternoon and were 
welcomed by Kevin Miller, Director of the Ohio 
Rehabilitation Services Commission, Coach Bill 
Wadley from The Ohio State University swim 
team, Linda Oda, Chair of the Governor’s Council 
on People with Disabilities and the volunteer 
staff. 

That evening the delegates watched the multi-
award winning documentary Darius Goes West.  
The film depicts the story of 15 year old Darius 
Weems, diagnosed with Duchennes Muscular 
Dystrophy and 11 of his best friends as they 
set off across America with the goal of getting 
Darius’ wheelchair customized on MTV’s Pimp 
My Ride.  The film embodies two of the principles 
behind YLF: advocacy and leadership and has 
been described as part revolution, part revelation-
proving to people of all ages that life, even if 
imperfect, is always worth the ride.  After the 
movie, delegates had free time to swim in the 
hotel pool or play wheelchair basketball. The 
next two days were packed with informative 
presentations, a technology and resource fair, 
a surprise live chat via web cam with Darius 
Weems from the movie Darius Goes West, a trip 
to the Statehouse, and meeting other advocates 
and community leaders.
Our evening events included a dance and 
mentoring dinner, along with more swimming 

Youth Leadership Forum

The Governor’s Council on 
People with Disabilities exists to:

•	 Advise	the	Governor	and	
General Assembly on 
statewide disability issues.

•	 Educate	and	advocate	for:

 ◊ Partnerships at the local, 
state and national level;

 ◊ Promotion of equality, 
access and independence; 
and

 ◊ Development of 
employment opportunities.

•	 Promote	the	value	of	diversity,	
dignity and the quality of life 
for people with disabilities.

•	 Be	a	catalyst	to	create	systemic	
change to promote awareness 
of disability-related issues 
that will ultimately benefit all 
citizens of Ohio.

Mission Statement



with The Ohio State University swim team.  
We wrapped up with a talent show on 
Thursday and parents were invited to arrive 
early to watch the show and then take their 
student home.

The Governor’s Council 
annual meeting was held on 

Oct. 16, 2012

Award Winners Recipients

Accessible Parking Enforcement Award
Officer Jim Rodgers, Reynoldsburg 

Police Department

Advocacy Award
Dr. Edwin Payne

Grant Lifelink: Holly Herron, Mark Huckaby, 
Jennie Riedy and Sheri Kovach

Best Practices Award
Opportunities for Individual Change

 of Clark County (OIC)

Employer of the Year Award

Manley Deas Kochalski, LLC

LaRosa’s Pizzeria

Better Brake Parts

Falmer Screw Products & Mtg., Inc.

Karla M. Lortz Scholarship Award

Sylvia Wigal

Legislator of the Year Award

Senator Eric Kearney

 Representative Barbara Sears

Representative Nancy Garland

Maureen Fitzgerald Leadership Award

Brianne Riffle
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Oda, Linda - CHAIR - Springboro Ohio
Beatty, Chuck - Mason, Ohio
Bloomer, John - Portsmouth, Ohio
Cooper, Shari - Dayton, Ohio
Feagle, Amy - Huber Heights, Ohio
Fortson-Bigby, Toni - Columbus, Ohio
Greenwood, Sam - Beavercreek, Ohio
Grubb, Bryan - Marysville, Ohio
Friel, Patricia - Chillicothe, Ohio
Hevener, Katherine L. - Cincinnati, Ohio
Histed, Kim Butler - Crestline, Ohio
Kimmel, Marshall - Bidwell, Ohio
Lemons, Ashley - Swanton, Ohio
Lissner, Scott - Columbus, Ohio
Mendoza, Carmen (Karin) - Bethel, Ohio
Mitchell, Jr., Robert - Austintown, Ohio
O’Brien, Connie - Xenia, Ohio
Pollock, Diana - Lancaster, Ohio
Sauer, Matthew - Cincinnati, Ohio
Thurman, Robert - New Albany, Ohio
Baker-Willford, Victoria - Racine, Ohio
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